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Open Letter from Green Councillors in Administrations in England and Wales,
to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities

Dear Mr Gove,

Local government officers and councillors support every single person in this country,
delivering vital services across many areas of life.

Millions of vulnerable people and their families depend on council services daily. In
adult social care alone, councils are receiving 5,400 new requests for help every
day’. Nearly half a million children are in contact with social services at any one
time.?

We keep streets clean and safe. We empty the bins of 28 million households® and
manage over 250,000 miles of roads and pavements®.

We transport hundreds of thousands of disabled children to school, and deliver
holiday activities for children living in poverty®.

We enable desperate refugees, such as those coming from Ukraine®, to find homes
and help.

We work to make our residents healthier, build communities that are resilient,
support local businesses to be successful, shape local environments that are
greener.

1

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/nov/02/state-of-social-care-in-england-never-been-so-bad-social
-services-boss-warns
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/childrens-social-care-data-in-england-2021/main-findings-childrens
-social-care-in-england-2021
*https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/families/bulletins/famili
esandhouseholds/2021

* https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/road-lengths-in-great-britain-2019
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activities-and-fo
od-programme-2021
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ukraine-sponsorship-scheme-visa-data-by-country-upper-and-lower-tier-local-au
thority



Never afraid to be unglamorous, we fix streetlights, pick up fly-tipping, maintain
playgrounds, issue taxi licences, and deal with issues like noise and dog poo. The
list is very nearly endless.

We know that stable and secure local government is essential for happy,
healthy communities.

However, our residents are facing an onslaught of poly-crises that we have not
previously encountered on this level, and in this combination, at any time. Inflation at
a 41-year high; domestic gas and electricity prices increasing by 129% and 66%
respectively, in the last year. Mr Gove, you are aware of the grim figures, and the
deteriorating quality of life for the people behind the statistics’.

Sarah McClinton, president of the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services,
said: “The shocking situation is that we have more people requesting help from
councils, more older and disabled with complex needs, yet social care capacity has
reduced”®

Last month the Care Quality Commission warned of a “tsunami of unmet care” and
said England’s health and social care system was “gridlocked™

The County Councils Network wrote that the recent cuts would “further diminish
services to a ‘core offer’ of bare minimum statutory service levels, removing most, if
not all, preventative services”, which would be disastrous as well as economically
unsound, costing the country a lot more overall.

60% of councils are facing bankruptcy within the next two years. Local government
grants were cut 37% in real terms from 2010 to 2020°.

Local government is being pushed over a cliff edge.

The cost of living crisis and the rise in inflation have many causes. But the
devastating effects on many people in this country are a result of political choices.

It makes no financial sense to cut local government funding to the point where they
can no longer deliver even basic services. Almost 800 libraries have been closed in
the last decade and more are now threatened with closure. Yet libraries have been
estimated to save the NHS £27.5m per year, because of things like access to health
information, personal contact and access to books/films improving mental health and
wellbeing for library users™.

’ https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9428/
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/nov/02/state-of-social-care-in-england-never-been-so-bad-social
-services-boss-warns
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/nov/02/state-of-social-care-in-england-never-been-so-bad-social
-services-boss-warns

10 https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainers/local-government-funding-england

1 https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/001-library-facts/



Each child in care costs an average of £4,865 a week'?. Supporting families through
well-funded public health campaigns, SureStart centres, mental health support and
more, could prevent so many of these children going into care in the first place. It
isn’t just compassion and humanity, it's good economic sense too.

Funding local government properly is a sound investment into a better future.

Many councils have made commitments to meet 2030 targets of attaining Net Zero.
This is a vital part in bringing the country closer to its own Net Zero target, upon
which it is woefully failing to progress’.

To achieve this, councils need to be able to engage in long-term planning. They need
to secure funds for which they don’t have to waste officer time and council money,
farcically competing with other authorities. Excluding officer time, local government
recently spent £63m preparing bids for three national government funds'™.

We need long-term, non-competitive funding for key strategic priorities such as
retrofit. Around 15 million homes need retrofitting for the government to meet its
2050 targets. Proper retrofitting would also help to prevent the estimated 3,000
deaths a year of people who cannot afford to heat their homes and who die of cold™.

Local government needs consistent support.

We ask the government to ensure proper funding of local services and to ensure that,
along with consistent financial support, comes sound policy that works for people, not
profit. Our asks are clear and vital to the efficiency and flourishing of local authorities in

this country:

- Athree-year funding settlement.

- An end to competitive bidding, and having to bid for funds at all.

- Anincrease in all council budgets in line with inflation.

- Investment in retrofit, in line with the Great Homes Upgrade campaign.

- Increased investment in services for the most vulnerable, particularly adult and
child social care.

- Funding to make up the difference between the government'’s social housing rent
cap and the reality of the need of councils to deliver and maintain good-quality

social housing.
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https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/apr/18/english-councils-pay-1m-per-child-for-places-in-private-chi
Idrens-homes

B3 https://www.theccc.org.uk/2022/06/29/current-programmes-will-not-deliver-net-zero/

4 https://www.centreforcities.org/blog/local-government-is-tied-up-in-the-red-tape-of-competitive-grants/

3 https://green-alliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/reinventing_retrofit.pdf



Please join local government in working to protect the most vulnerable and build
resilient, joyful communities, so we can serve our communities in the way they deserve

and give them hope for the future.

Yours sincerely,

Cllr Beki Aldam, Vice-Chair of Community Services & Licensing Committee, Stroud

District Council

Clir Ellie Chowns, Cabinet Member for Environment and Economy, Herefordshire Council
ClIr Caroline Jackson, Leader, Lancaster City Council

Clir Catherine Braun, Leader, Stroud District Council

Clir Marieanne Elliot, Green Spokesperson for Communities, Parks and Leisure

Committee, Sheffield City Council
Cllr Steve Hynd, Deputy Leader of Green Party Councillors, Stroud District Council.

ClIr Lesley Whybrow, Cabinet Member for the Environment, Folkestone & Hythe District

Council

ClIr Bridget Petty, Cabinet Member for Climate Emergency and Engagement, North
Somerset Council

Clir Andrea Powell, Cabinet Member for Corporate Services, Policy & Programmes, South

Oxfordshire District Council

Cllr Johnny Denis, Cabinet Member for Customers and Communities, Lewes District

Council and Member, East Sussex County Council

Cllr Robin Bennett, Deputy Leader, South Oxfordshire District Council and member of

Oxfordshire County Council

Cllr Lara Davenport-Ray, Cabinet Member for Climate & Environment, Huntingdonshire

District Council
Clir Douglas Johnson, Chair of Housing Policy Committee, Sheffield City Council

Clir Chloe Turner, County Councillor for Minchinhampton, Chair of Environment

Committee for Stroud District Council



Clir Marjory Bisset, Chair of Policy and Resources Committee, Worcester City Council,

and Green Group Leader

Cllr Andrew Prosser, Cabinet Member for Climate Change, West Oxfordshire District

Council
ClIr Rosie Pearson, Green Group Leader, West Oxfordshire District Council
Cllr Karen Lewing, Vice Chair of Environment Committee, Worcester City Council

Clir Natalie McVey, Deputy Leader and Portfolio Holder for Housing and Health, Malvern

Hills District Council

Cllr Nathan Goldup-John, Vice Chair Democratic Services, Neath Port Talbot County

Borough Council

ClIr Diana Toynbee, Cabinet Member for Children, Families and Attainment,

Herefordshire Council

Clir Phélim Mac Cafferty, Leader and Chair Policy and Resources Committee, Brighton &

Hove City Council

Cllr Hannah Allbrooke, Deputy Leader and Chair Children, Young People and Skills
Committee, Brighton & Hove City Council

Clir Siriol Hugh-Jones, Deputy Leader and Co Chair Housing Committee, Brighton & Hove
City Council

CllIr Steve Davis, Co-Chair Environment Transport & Sustainability committee, Brighton &

Hove City Council

Clir Lizzie Deane, Brighton & Hove City Council

Cllr Tom Druitt, Co Finance Lead, Brighton & Hove City Council
Cllr Marianna Ebel, Brighton & Hove City Council

Cllr David Gibson, Co-Chair Housing Committee and Co Finance Lead, Brighton & Hove

City Council
Clir Amy Heley, Brighton & Hove City Council

Clir Elaine Hills, Co-Chair Environment Transport & Sustainability Committee, Brighton &

Hove City Council



Cllr Zoé John, Chair Licensing Committee, Brighton & Hove City Council
ClIr Leo Littman, Chair Planning Committee, Brighton & Hove City Council
Cllr Jamie Lloyd, Brighton & Hove City Council

Clir Sarah Nield, Brighton & Hove City Council

Cllr Martin Osborne, Co Chair Tourism Equalities Communities and Culture Committee,

Brighton & Hove City Council
CliIr Alex Phillips, Brighton & Hove City Council

Clir Steph Powell, Co Chair Tourism Equalities Communities and Culture Committee,

Brighton & Hove City Council

Clir Clare Rainey, Brighton & Hove City Council

Cllr Sue Shanks, Chair Health & Wellbeing Board, Brighton & Hove City Council
Cllr Pete West, Brighton & Hove City Council

Cllr Angela Argenzio, Co-chair, Adult Health & Social Care Policy Committee, Sheffield
City Council

Clir Bernard Little, Sheffield City Council
Cllr Martin Phipps, Sheffield City Council
Cllr Ruth Mersereau, Sheffield City Council

Clir Alexi Dimond, Green Spokesperson for Waste and Streetscene Policy Committee,
Sheffield City Council

CliIr Christine Gilligan-Kubo, Deputy-Chair of Transport, Regeneration and Climate
Committee, Sheffield City Council

Cllr Henry Nottage, Sheffield City Council

Cllr Brian Holmshaw, Deputy Chair, Education, Children and Families Policy Committee
Clir Maroof Raouf, Sheffield City Council

Cllr Lucas Schoemaker, Vice Chair of Housing, Stroud District Council

Cllr Norman Kay, Stroud District Council

ClIr Polly Gray, Rother District Council



Zoe Nicholson, Deputy Leader, Lewes District Council
CliIr Christopher Jockel, Stroud District Council

ClIr Steve Williams, Portfolio Holder for Environment and Sustainability, Waverley

Borough Council
Cllr Julie Hilton, Green Group Leader, Hastings Borough Council
ClIr Tricia Watson, Mental Health Champion, Stroud District Council

Cllr Kate Crews, Stroud District Council



